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Child Development Days
Each year, the Franklin School District, in collabo-
ration with the Franklin Health Department, hosts a 
screening for all three year old children who reside 
in the district boundaries. 

This program combines a play-based  
observational screening of children with a 
“Child Fair” for parents to learn more about 
child and family related services in the area. 

Each year, agencies including the Franklin Library, 
Franklin Police Department and Franklin Recre-
ation Department send representatives to discuss 
their services with parents. School Psychologists, 
Speech & Language Pathologists, Early Childhood 
Teachers and other district staff are available to 
discuss screening results and answer any ques-
tions you have about your child’s development.

Goals of the Program
In an effort to meet the needs of families within the 
Franklin School District, the following goals for Child 
Development Days were established:

#1. Educate families concerning normal child 
growth and development.

#2. Provide families with information  
concerning community resources.

#3. Identify children who may be in need of 
further developmental or health assessment.

Child Development Days combines a developmental 
screening of three year old children with an  
opportunity for parents to learn more about child 
development and family services in the community.

Does my child need to be 
screened?
While the screening is not mandatory, we en-
courage all three year olds and their families to 
attend given the wealth of information that will 
be available. We strongly suggest that you have 
your child screened if you have any questions or 
concerns about your child’s development. Please 
review the Growth and Development Checklist 
included in this brochure to assess your child’s 
progress in language, cognition, social-emotion-
al, adaptive and physical development.

Do I need an appointment 
to participate?
Yes! In order to accurately plan for staffing 
and avoid overcrowding, an appointment must 
be made for every child. By making available 
morning or afternoon times we hope that every in-
terested family will be able to attend. To schedule 
an appointment, please call:

Franklin Student Services Department
Monday-Friday, 8:15 am - 3:45 pm

414.525.7626



T he developmental behaviors listed 
in this pamphlet are samples of the 
growth and development of young 

children. It is important to remember that chil-
dren often develop at different rates in the var-
ious areas of growth. In the life of a preschool 
child, tremendous change can occur in a mat-
ter of months or sometimes, even weeks. For 
this reason, it is important to view the chart with 
your child’s date of birth in mind as a child who 
just turned three will look much different than a 
child who will soon be turning four. If you have 
concerns that may suggest the need for further 
screening, please call for an appointment.

Franklin Student Services Department
Monday-Friday, 8:15 am - 3:45 pm

414.525.7626

SPEECH & LANGUAGE SKILLS
Speech is the production of sounds that make up words 
and sentences. Language refers to the understanding 
and use of words and sentences to convey meaning. 

36 - 42 months (3 years to 3 ½ years of age)
• Understands approximately 1,200 words
• Responds to two unrelated commands (e.g. “Put your 

cup on the table and turn off the TV.”)
• Uses final consonants most of the time
• Says 800 words
• Mean length of utterance - 4.3 words
• Uses regular past tense forms
• Beginning of question-asking using “what”, “who”, 

“why”, and “how many”

42 - 48 months (3 ½ years to 4 years of age)
• Knows “in front of” and “behind”
• Understands approximately 1,500 - 2,000 words
• Responds to three commands (e.g. “Pick up the 

spoon, put it in the cup and bring it to me.”)
• Articulates /b/, /d/, /k/, /g/, /t/ and /y/
• Mean sentence length - 4.4 words
• Tells how common objects are used
• Does simple verbal analogies (e.g. “Daddy is a man, 

Mommy is a [blank].”)
• Uses contractions (e.g. I’ll, can’t)

COGNITIVE SKILLS
Cognitive skills are mental abilities that help us pro-
cess external stimuli. Cognitive skills involve the mental 
action or process of acquiring knowledge and under-
standing through thought, experience and the senses. 

36 - 42 months (3 years to 3 ½ years of age)
• Counts to 5
• Stacks rings on peg in order
• Understands “more” (e.g. more dogs)
• Listens to simple stories
• Names primary colors (red, blue and yellow)
• Makes horizontal train of cubes in imitation
• Builds bridge using three blocks

42 - 48 months (3 ½ years to 4 years of age)
• Organizes pretend games (e.g. tea party, play house, 

etc.)

• Counts five objects
• Draws a human face
• Sorts by shapes, colors
• Tells own age and full name
• Matches objects that have the same function (e.g. 

comb and brush)
• Sorts objects into categories - may not be able to label 

categories (e.g. animals, food)
• Understands concept of the number 3 (e.g. “give me 3”)

FINE/GROSS MOTOR SKILLS
Motor skills are motion carried out when the brain, ner-
vous system and muscles work together. Fine motor skills 
are small movements such as grabbing something with 
your thumb and forefinger that uses small muscles of the 
fingers, toes, wrists, lips and tongue. Gross motor skills are 
the bigger movements such as running and jumping that 
use the large muscles in the arms, legs, torso and feet. 

36 - 42 months (3 years to 3 ½ years of age)
• Uses vertical, horizontal and circular motions when 

drawing
• Hammers nails and pegs
• Pedals and steers small tricycle 
• Kicks a large ball
• Cuts on line

42 - 48 months (3 ½ years to 4 years of age)
• Copies drawing a cross
• Walks down steps, alternating feet
• Holds crayon between first two fingers and thumb, not 

with fist
• Forms simples shapes out of clay (e.g. ball, snake, 

pancake)
• Runs around obstacles, turns corners
• Climbs ladder of low play equipment 
• Balances on one foot for 5-10 seconds without support 
• Hops on one foot a few steps
• Walks on tiptoes for 3 seconds 

SELF-HELP SKILLS
These are basic skills needed to take care of one’s own 
needs. Examples include brushing teeth, washing hands, 
using a tissue, buttoning and unbuttoning buttons. 

36 - 42 months (3 years to 3 ½ years of age)
• Hangs clothing on hook
• Takes responsibility for toileting 
• Washes hands unassisted 
• Cleans up spills

42 - 48 months (3 ½ years to 4 years of age)
• Sleeps through the night; no naps during the day 
• Can pour milk and juice with some assistance 
• Eats entire meal independently 
• Uses all eating utensils 
• Puts on boots and mittens 
• Wipes nose; may need to be reminded 
• Brushes teeth independently 
• Tells adult of toilet needs in time to get to toilet 
• Manipulates large buttons and snaps 
• Gets drink from faucet with assistance 
• Sets table with assistance 
• Washes hands and face without assistance 

SOCIAL SKILLS
Social skills include noticing, understanding and inter-
preting other people’s speech, vocal inflection, body 
language, eye contact and cultural behaviors. It is how a 
person communicates with and reacts to others through 
speech, gestures and body language. 

36 - 42 months (3 years to 3 ½ years of age)
• Calls attention to own performance 
• Shares toys 
• Uses complex speech in interactions with other children 

in play and social situations 
• Shows affection to younger children by hugging & kissing 

42 - 48 months (3 ½ years to 4 years of age)
• Usually takes turns
• Spontaneously greets familiar person by hugging 
• Shows empathy for others 
• Separates from parents without crying 
• Begins cooperative play 
• Plays dress-up 
• Shows off, repeats rhymes, songs or dances for others 
• Asks to use other person’s belongings 
• Plays group games with simple rules 

GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT BEHAVIORS CHECKLIST


