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Opening Doors 
 

Connecting You to Franklin Public Schools 

District	4K	Program	
 

	
Franklin Public Schools is dedicated to 
developing college, career, and life ready 
students to be personally successful beyond their 
school experience in Franklin.  With the success 
of children at the forefront of our decision-
making processes, we are engaging in the process 
of bringing a proposal to the Board of Education 
in October of 2018 to implement a Four-Year-
Old Kindergarten program (4K) for the 2019-
2020 school year.  
 
A team of parents, teachers, School Board 
members, community members, and 
administrators will spend the spring and summer 
of 2018 working as a Collaborative Committee to 
develop the initial plan, create public awareness, 
research best practices in program design, 
delivery model, standards, and curriculum.  
 
Research related to public school four-year-old 
kindergarten nationally and in the state of 
Wisconsin shows that students who have 
benefited from a 4K experience had a higher 
degree of success later in school and life.  
 
Currently, 98.3% of elementary Wisconsin public 
school districts offered 4K during the 2017-18 
School Year.  According to a 2004 study by the 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, for 
every dollar the State of Wisconsin invests in 
quality four-year-old kindergarten, a school 
district could realize up to a $0.68 return on 
educational savings.  
 
We are excited about the prospect of 4K 
becoming a part of the learning experience in 
Franklin Public Schools.  

 
- Chris Reuter, Director of Instruction  
 

 
 
 

 
 

All seven of our schools have been recognized state-wide in Niche’s Best 
School Rankings. Franklin High School is in the Top 3 for having the 
Best High School Teachers in Wisconsin and all five of our elementary 
schools are in the Top 25 Best Elementary Schools in the state.  
 
While we have focused intently on our mission of helping our students 
to achieve their own personal success, we have also devoted more time 
to ensuring our students and staff are safe. Ensuring the safety of our 
students is our first priority. This includes making sure our buildings are 
secure at all times. The District has an active Safety Committee that 
includes the Franklin Police and Fire Departments. I am confident in 
our strong partnership with the police and fire departments and I can 
assure you that together we are making our schools more secure.  
 
Safety in our schools also includes creating a learning environment that 
supports every student’s needs. There has been a great deal of 
discussion regarding the mental health needs of students. Franklin 
Public Schools cares about the social and emotional needs of our 
students, and we are committed to providing the support they may 
need. Over one hundred teachers recently participated in focus groups 
to discuss these needs. The input received from the focus groups will be 
used to promote social and emotional learning and the well-being of 
every student.  
 
As we move towards the close of the 2017-2018 school year, I would 
again like to share how honored I am to serve as the District 
Administrator of this great school district. My vision remains the same; 
make our already great school district a Better Place to Learn, A 
Better Place to Work and Part of a Better Community. As I look 
forward to next year and ways that we can get better, one of the things I 
will focus on is increasing our communication so that our community is 
more informed and can be proud of our staff and students’ many 
accomplishments throughout our school district. 
 
Enjoy your summer. See you at the 4th of July parade!  
 
Dr. Judy Mueller 
District Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

As we approach the end of the 2017-18 school year, we 
have a great deal to be proud of. Our students have 
been successful academically and in their participation 
in athletics and activities.  

Would you like to join FPS for an event? See our District 
Events Calendar at www.franklin.k12.wi.us under the 

Community tab. 
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Forest	Park	Construction	Update	
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A	Message	from	the	Board	President	
 

	“Where will our country find leaders 
with integrity, courage, strength-all the 
family values-in ten, twenty, or thirty 
years? The answer is that you are 
teaching them, loving them, and raising 
them right now.” — Barbara Bush 
 

As we near the end of the school year, it’s time to 
reflect upon, and celebrate the many achievements of 
our Franklin Public School students.  Being mindful of 
our mission to “inspire personal success through 
learning experiences that focus on student needs and 
active partnerships with family and community;” our 
student successes wouldn’t be possible without the 
mutual efforts of our teachers, staff, administrators, and 
you — our greater Franklin community of families, 
business partners and supportive citizens. Each of you 
has played a role in the future of our remarkable 
students. Working together, the results have been truly 
amazing. 

 
The final stretch of the school year can be full of 
challenges and excitement. Students, teachers and staff 
will be working hard to finish the year strong. Many 
will move forward with summer school or professional 
development and continuing education. The Board will 
begin working on goals for next school year. 
 
As the Class of 2018 completes their final weeks in 
Franklin Public Schools and prepares for 
commencement, the Board of Education — Alan 
Aleksandrowicz, Janet Evans, Larry Gamble, Debbie 
Larson, Claude Lewis, Tim Nielson, and Linda 
Witkowski wishes them well. We are confident they 
will accomplish great things in the coming years. 
 
Sincerely,  
Janet Evans 
Board of Education, President  
 

Construction on the new 
Forest Park building has 
continued to progress as 
scheduled, despite recent 
late-arriving snow. The 
main building structure 
has gone up and the 
second floor's precast 
planks are in place.  

The next steps in the construction plan include the second 
story roof structure installation and the construction of the 
exterior walls. Major mechanical equipment (boilers, etc) 
are expected to be delivered in May and work should turn 
to the interior of the building in June. 

The	Future	of	Manufacturing	at	FPS	
 

	

In support of Franklin Public Schools’ mission, the 
development of a robust manufacturing program has 
become a vital goal of the district’s education for 
employment plan. Our ability to achieve this goal is 
dependent on a number of factors including the updating of 
the high school curriculum, expansion of our manufacturing 
space and equipment, and most importantly, strengthening 
our partnerships with Wisconsin manufacturers. 
  
FHS is off to a good start in all three areas. Current high 
school manufacturing coursework includes the development 
of a broad range of employability and technical skills on a 
diverse set of manual and programmable equipment and 
software packages. At the start of the 2019 school year, FHS 
is planning to offer a new capstone manufacturing course, 
tentatively called "Saber Manufacturing,” where student 
machinists, welders, woodworkers, engineers, and 
entrepreneurs regularly collaborate with community 
members to manufacture the parts, equipment, and products 
the community needs. 
  
FHS has also taken a comprehensive approach to space and 
equipment redesign. Since the summer of 2017, the high 
school has added over 1600 square feet of renovated space 
for design and manufacturing, as well as adding new 
manufacturing equipment including manual lathes and mills 
to compliment the school’s three axis Haas vertical CNC 
mini mill, along with new concrete welding booths, 3D 
printers, and laser engravers.  
  
While these changes provide tremendous opportunities for 
students, the most critical factor in the current and future 
success of the Franklin High School manufacturing program 
lies in its relationships with the community. Over the last 
year, the district has significantly increased its partnership 
base with area manufacturers. These efforts have lead to 
partners serving as mentors to students, providing tours for 
students, joining one of Franklin's planning teams, and the 
donation of equipment and materials to support the 
continued development of the manufacturing program. 
  
Every industry partner is vital to the success of Franklin 
High School students. Planning for the educational and 
economic future of the region is more successful when 
schools and industries work together. If you or your 
organization is interested in partnering with Franklin, we 
would love to hear from you! Please contact FPS 
community experience coordinator, Rachel Fredricks at 
rachel.fredricks@franklin.k12.wi.us for more information. 
 
- Nick Kohn, Director of Instruction 
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